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The Class of 1997 Top of the Class Scholarship Application
​​
The Class of 1997 Top of the Class Scholarship is dedicated to the memories of Christa Deutmeyer and Dean Funke and provides a partial, $1,000 scholarship for two students for their senior year at Beckman Catholic High School in Dyersville, Iowa.

The scholarship will be awarded to two students whose spirit closely resembles that of Christa Deutmeyer and Dean Funke in the areas of Character, Service, Leadership, and Academics. To be considered for the scholarship, applicants must complete the following application and meet eligibility requirements listed below.  Finalists will be selected for a virtual or in person interview to be conducted in January of 2024 (date to be determined) with members of the Deutmeyer and Funke families and the scholarship committee.  

Eligibility Requirements:
· All students who have/will successfully complete the requirements of the 11th grade program at Beckman Catholic High School, while maintaining a 3.25 GPA are eligible to apply.

· Candidates will not be discriminated against based on race, ethnicity, gender, religion, disability, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, or family income.

· No public citations for alcohol or drug related offenses; specifically, but not excluding, operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. In addition, any violations regarding alcohol or drug related offenses, not in accordance with Beckman Catholic High School policy, will be considered a violation of the eligibility requirements of this scholarship. 
Distribution of Funds:
· The Class of 1997 Top of the Class Scholarship provides a partial, $1,000 tuition assistance for select candidates. The fund does not allocate additional compensation for supplementary fees and services including but not limited to books and supplies, athletic or club fees, uniforms, or graduation fees.

· Tuition fees are paid directly to Beckman Catholic High School on an annual basis.

· Awarded students who are in violation of one or more of the eligibility requirements will have their scholarship reviewed. Violations of the eligibility requirements will be determined by the Scholarship Selection Committee in conjunction with the representatives of the Deutmeyer and Funke families. If so determined, the scholarship will be revoked as of the date of the violation.

· If an awarded student has violated the terms and conditions of the scholarship, any remaining scholarship funds will be transferred to an alternate recipient who has met the eligibility criteria.

For more information, please visit www.BeckmanTopClass.com or email applytocscholarship@gmail.com.
Student Application
All parts of this application must be submitted electronically to applytocscholarship@gmail.com by 11:59pm Friday, January 5th, 2024.
Part 1: Applicant’s Personal Information
First Name: 
      
 _________      Middle Name: 
_
___  Last Name: 
_________
_______
Date of Birth:

     E-mail Address:
__
  ______
__              (will be used for recipient announcement)
Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA): 

   (Provide your GPA as of the completion of your first semester of your junior year. Your GPA will be confirmed with your high school transcript.)
Parent/Guardian’s First Name: 


     _ Parent/Guardian’s Last Name: 




Parent’s Primary Phone Number: 





Primary Address Line 1: 






Primary Address Line 2: 






City: 






_______
Please scan (pdf) and attach a copy of your High School Transcript from your first semester of your 11th grade year along with your electronic application submission. Your transcript should clearly display all courses you have taken or are in the progress of completing as well as the grades and credits you have earned.
Part 2: Involvement
Extracurricular Involvement
Please list your principle extracurricular activities in the order of their interest to you.  Include specific events, musical instruments played, varsity letters earned, and/or major accomplishments. You may also consider indicating the number of hours per week you participate in each activity and any positions you have held such as captain, president, secretary, etc.
	Activity
	Description
	Positions Held

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Other Activities, Hobbies, Work Experience

Please list any other interests, hobbies or work experiences in which you participate. In your description, please indicate the number of hours per week.  You may also include notable projects or accomplishments. You may also include notable projects or accomplishments or leadership positions held.

Part 3: Essays
Christa Deutmeyer and Dean Funke excelled in the areas of character, service, leadership, and academics.  Please provide responses to the following writing prompts. Responses can be similar to essays used for other organizations (i.e. National Honor Society) or other scholarship opportunities.   

Academics

To gain a better understanding of your accomplishments, please provide a 250-500 word essay that explains what accomplishment or achievement makes you best suited to represent Christa or Dean as a Top of the Class Scholar. 
Leadership

In order to get a better understanding of your leadership qualities, please provide a 250-500 word essay detailing how you served or acted as a leader in your school/community organization.  
Character

In order to get a better understanding of your character, please provide a 250-500 word essay answering the following questions: 
1. What is your character strength and how is that reflected in your life? 

2. What is your weakest character trait and how are you working to improve in that area?

Service

Both Christa and Dean embodied a “spirit of giving” that was evident in their service to others.  Please provide one separate essay, 250-500 words, highlighting a service experience where you embodied a “spirit of giving.” 
Part 4: Applicant’s Signature
I certify that all the statements made in this application form are true, complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and are made in good faith. I have also read and noted all requirements listed on this application and its cover sheet and understand that an incomplete or late application may disqualify me from consideration for this award.

If awarded a scholarship, I give the Top of the Class Memorial Scholarship permission to use my name, any photographs and writings (with or without attribution) provided to the organization to be used in any of its publication material, reports, press releases, website and activities associated with its scholarship program.  I understand that all academic information from my transcript and application is, and shall remain, confidential.
Typing your name for electronic submission is in lieu of a signature and indicates your acceptance of the terms and conditions of the Top of the class Memorial Scholarship and your adherence to the requirements specified.

Signature:

_


  
                        Date:




Part 5: Teacher Recommendation
One teacher recommendation is required for the Top of the Class Scholarship. This portion is to be filled out by a teacher.
Dear Teachers:
The Class of 1997 Top of the Class Scholarship is dedicated to the memories of Christa Deutmeyer and Dean Funke and provides a partial, $1,000 scholarship for two students for their senior year at Beckman Catholic High School in Dyersville, Iowa. The scholarship will be awarded to two students whose spirit closely resembles that of Christa Deutmeyer and Dean Funke in areas of Character, Service, Leadership, and Academics. Please visit www.BeckmanTopClass.com for more information.
Your sincere evaluation will allow the scholarship selection committee to gain a more accurate understanding of the candidate. Please know your recommendation is completely confidential.
Please return your recommendation either directly to the applicant or by email to applytocscholarship@gmail.com. Please know that the student’s applications and related documentation must be submitted by 11:59pm Friday, January 5th, 2024.
Thank you for your time and recommendation!
Teacher’s Name:

_
_______                            __            __ 
Teacher’s E-mail Address:


________                   _____
Part 5: Teacher Recommendation (continued)

Student Evaluation:

Student’s First Name: 


___    _  Student’s Last Name:



_______
In what capacity do you know the applicant?








Please rate this student in the categories listed below (4–Strong, 3–Above average, 2–Average, 1–Needs improvement, U–Unknown).
	Category
	Rating

	Achievements as a reflection of potential
	

	Commitment to school and/or community
	

	Service to others before self
	

	Reliable and responsible
	

	Work Ethic
	

	Maturity
	

	Self-motivation
	

	Leadership Skills
	

	Overall Evaluation as compared to other students you are recommending
	


Please provide a candid response to the following questions.  Your responses will help the selection committee to obtain a better understanding of the applicant.

1) If you marked “Needs improvement” in any of the above categories, please explain.

2) In consideration of the overall objective of this scholarship, is there anything else you would like us to know about this student?

3) Please provide your overall recommendation. Consider your sense of the applicant’s “spirit of giving” and his or her academic performance and dedication to athletics and/or fine arts. 

Note: We accept letters of recommendation already written for college admission or other scholarship/award opportunities; however, we are particularly interested in the areas mentioned.

Application Instructions
	Deadline:
	All applications must be submitted electronically to applytocscholarship@gmail.com by 11:59pm Friday, January 5th, 2024. Late or incomplete applications may not be considered.

	Completeness:
	All fields on this application must be completed accurately with proper English grammar, spelling, and punctuation. All required materials must be attached to your email submission (see the checklist below). Your ability to follow directions may influence your selection as a recipient.



	Interview:
	Top candidates will be expected to participate in an interview (virtual or in person)with the families of Christa and Dean and members of the selection committee in January of 2024 (date to be determined).



	Recipient Announcement:
	All applicants will receive notification of our award decisions by February 28, 2024 via the email provided on the application


Application Checklist
Prior to submission, please make sure that you have completed all portions of this application and that each section is covered completely and accurately.  Once the application is submitted, you will be unable to edit your responses.

□ Part 1: Applicant’s Personal Information

□ High school transcript

□ Part 2: Involvement

□ Part 3: Essays

□ One essay regarding academics

□ One essay regarding leadership

□ One essay regarding character

□ One essay regarding service

□ Part 4: Applicant’s Signature

□ Part 5: Teacher Recommendation

□ Teacher’s Name: 
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